
Golden Tones chorus Spring Fundraiser 2022 

 
We are once again reimagining the Walk for Music, our annual fundraising event, and we need 

everyone's help.  This year's goal is $25,000, and we have a plan that is local, out-of-doors, and 

inclusive. 

 

The Walk Itself 

"Take a walk with us" on the Cochituate Rail Trail from Saxonville (our new rehearsal home) to 

a beautiful lakeside (Lake Cochituate middle pond) picnic spot in Natick.  You can choose to: 

 Park at Edwards Church, walk 2.5 miles to the lake, and walk back 2.5 miles after lunch. 

 Park at the lake, and get a ride (to be arranged) to Edwards Church, walk 2.5 miles to the 

lake, where your car awaits. 

 Park at Home Depot in Natick and walk a half-mile to the lake, eat, walk back. 

 Park in the Amvets lots at the lakeside picnic spot (minimal walking). 

 

Before we get to The Walk Itself, we need EVERYONE to…  

 "Grease the skids" by telling your friends and family about this fundraiser. 

 Help get our letter into the right hands (especially if you are new - give us addresses!) 

 Donate when you get your letter. 

 Ask local businesses you know to sponsor us!  When you're a valued customer, business 

owners like to show their appreciation for your loyalty.  Car mechanics, dentists, physical 

therapists, hardware stores, restaurants, banks… we offer a great promotional opportunity 

in exchange for their support for a worthy cause. 

 

TIMELINE:  

March - KICKOFF at rehearsals.  Members get the materials to approach sponsors. 

April - We approach local businesses to sponsor our Walk, in exchange for promotion on our 

letter (April 15 deadline), team t-shirt (May 1 deadline) and website (no deadline needed)! 

May - We finish collecting sponsors, and order the team t-shirts. Our letter goes out to our 

friends and supporters.   

May 24 (rain date May 31) - We walk!  Wear your team t-shirt, BYO picnic lunch and drink. 

 



MUSIC MOVES MY FEET - a local Walk for Music - FAQs for 2022 

 

1. What is this event? 

This is a new twist on our fun and rewarding annual event, which has raised more than $30,000 in past years. In 

"the before times," our Walk for Music culminated in a Sunday stroll through East Boston, where dozens of 

walkers from area musical groups enjoyed a spring afternoon together.  We can't do this in 2022, so we've 

adapted to our current circumstances. 

 

2. How does Golden Tones chorus raise money from this? 

Individual donations (small in size, but many in number) will be our main way to reach our goal of $25,000.  

Folks who love us are likely to donate in response to our letter. Tell your friends and family about this project, 

and to expect our letter in May.  Help us to reach them.  

 

3. What do I say to "grease the skids"? 

Tell them (if they don’t already know) what we do – their donation funds our ongoing musical outreach 

program that we hope will soon resume bringing joyful concerts to the community.  Say that because this is a 

cause that is dear to you, you are hoping they would be willing to help our Walk fundraiser.  Ask them to keep 

an eye out for our letter (and make sure they GET a letter). 

 

4. If they ask, what do I tell them about WHY we need to raise money? 

Sometimes people who are not familiar with our program mistakenly believe that our organization does not 

need to raise much money, as it is powered by volunteer singers.  Feel free to explain, when asked, that the 

program requires a professional director and accompanists, purchased music, supplies, a small office, and all the 

things needed to enable 60 people to rehearse and perform every week.  Tell them more about what it’s like for 

you to be in the group, that it is so much more than a sing-along around a piano! 

 

5. How will our message reach all the people we know? 

We can think of three ways: 

(1) Share their names and addresses by emailing them to office@goldentones.org. We will send them our 

letter (at the bulk postage rate for non-profits, about $0.20 each).  We will only keep their name on the 

list for the future if they make a donation. 

(2) Send an email request to office@goldentones.org for our Walk letters (stuffed and ready to go). Then 

add the address and postage and mail them out yourself. 

(3) Send an email to people you know (we will provide a sample), suggesting they use our website's 

DONATE NOW button to make an online gift (through Network for Good, which processes credit cards 

for us).  Ask them to designate the gift in honor of YOU; this tells us how they came to know about us! 

 

6. What will this letter say?  Here's what your Dev-Mark team has dreamed up: 
 

We're moving forward!  (No pandemic is gonna stop the mind-blowing power of music.) 
 

This spring, we're adding new songs to our repertoire, rehearsing LIVE every week now.  We're getting excited 

about moving our feet forward into the community once again! 
 

Thank you for keeping up with us during these challenging times.  Now, we invite you to move forward with us! 
 

Lace up your sneakers and grab your lunch pail; 

Join us in May as we walk the Rail Trail. 

Bring your family, bring your friends, 

We're walking for music together again! 
 

We appreciate your continued support for our musical outreach program. 

With many thanks (and many steps), The 61 members of Golden Tones chorus 

 



7. Are Walk for Music donations tax-deductible? 

Yes, as a registered non-profit organization, all donations to Golden Tones Inc. are fully tax-deductible!   

 

8. How do I thank my people? 

When the event is over, we will publish a list of donors so you can know who donated and send a personal note 

if you would like to do that.  We will send each donor an official thank you card in June, and a donation 

acknowledgement letter for tax purposes next January. 

 

9. How are we going to reach our campaign goal? 

Already, your Dev-Mark Committee has begun looking for business sponsorships.  Business sponsors receive 

promotional benefits - having their logo on our team T-shirts, website and event materials. 
 

We hope the remaining dollars will come from individuals responding to our letters and emails.  

We're depending on you to help us reach them! 

  

MORE FUNDRAISING IDEAS: 

 Do you have a birthday coming up (now through June)? Facebook offers a way to set up a birthday 

fundraiser online, where all your friends and family can contribute and their donations go directly from 

Facebook to Golden Tones chorus! (Ellen King has details) 

 

 Do you have an IRA account with required minimum withdrawals? A direct withdrawal from an 

IRA account to Golden Tones Inc. is a non-taxable event!  

(John Turtle and Kathy Heckscher have details) 

 

10. Can I help with finding business sponsors? 

YES - Please contact Debby first.  We would like to make sure we do not have multiple people approaching the 

same place. 
 

Please use the Business Sponsorship flyers/forms we have created for this purpose.  Note that some businesses 

may want to contribute gift certificates, which we can use for an auction later (date to be determined). 

 

11. Can I participate if I would rather not walk?  

YES, on the day of the Walk, you can drive to a parking lot close to the picnic area.  As for fundraising, you can 

still "grease the skids," get our letter into many friendly hands, and of course you can make a donation.  
 

12. Can my friends and family participate? 

YES - they can take a walk with us!  Feel free to share this information with them. 

 

13. What’s all this about a team T-shirt? 

We are ordering new shirts with our new "Music Moves My Feet" logo on the front, and our 2022 business 

sponsors' logos on the back.  This benefit has proven to be an attractive feature for many local businesses who 

seek the local promotion. 

 

 

 

 


