
Golden Tones Gazette  

August 22, 2022 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: (also on our website here) (see details below) 
 

Wednesday 08/24/22 12:30 - 1:00 pm concert Wayland Farmers Market at Russell's Garden  
 

Our 34th Season Begins! 
Tuesday 09/13/22 11:00am - 12:30pm rehearsal Edwards Church, Framingham (& zoom) 

Tuesday 09/20/22 11:00am - 12:30pm rehearsal Edwards Church, Framingham (& zoom) 

Tuesday 09/27/22 11:00am - 12:30pm rehearsal Edwards Church, Framingham (& zoom) 

Thursday 09/29/22 1:00pm 

1:30pm 

2:00pm - 3:00pm 

arrival/test 

assemble 

concert 

St. Patrick's Manor 

PLEASE SEE DETAILS BELOW! 

 

Tuesday 10/4/22 11:00am - 12:30pm rehearsal Edwards Church, Framingham (& zoom) 

Saturday 10/8/22 2:00pm - ? 

 

gathering 

 

Remembering Phyllis Sonnenschein, 

Common Street Spiritual Center, Natick 

 

ST. PATRICK'S MANOR SEP 28 CONCERT DETAILS:  We can bring only 15 singers - see the covid protocols 

page in this Gazette for how to sign up.  We will perform from their stage, which involves negotiating a few 

steps.  Performers must arrive by 1:00PM, to be tested on premises before entering (results take 15 minutes).  

Allow ample time - you will likely need to wait for an elevator!  Note that the residents will NOT be masked. 

Dear Golden Tones members (continuing and newbies),    
I hope you've had an enjoyable summer, and look forward, as I do, to getting back together and making 

music and making friends - word-of-mouth is our favorite way to find new members! 
 

Finally we can look forward to bringing our music into the community once again.  We will try to secure at  

least one concert location each month, in locations with enough space who would like to have us. 
 

Your (updated) membership form is right here in this Gazette.  To make your Director very happy, please: 

 separate and fill out the membership form (keep the other pages for future reference)  

 add a paper copy of your covid card (we must have it on paper) 

 enclose your check, payable to Golden Tones Inc. 

 mail it all together to Golden Tones Inc., 7 Erie Drive, Natick, MA 01760. 
 

Note that our annual membership fee continues at $50.  As you may know, this fee covers only part of our 

operating costs.  To make ends meet, we apply for grants, gather business sponsorships, and hold fabulous 

fundraisers, like our Walk for Music (more on that further on).   
 

Still, most of our support comes from individual music-lovers like you and people you know.  Please  

consider adding a tax-deductible gift “Above & Beyond” your membership fee this year.  Thank you for  

your consideration. 

 

I look forward to seeing (and hearing) you on Tuesday, September 13! 

Your enthusiastic director, 

Debby 

http://goldentones.org/events-2/


SAVE THE DATE - CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF PHYLLIS SONNENSCHEIN 

SAT, OCT 8 at 2pm, Common Street Spiritual Center, Natick 

We are missing Phyllis in so many ways… newcomer greeter, creator of "Music Mentors," Board member, 

Hospitality Committee chair, member of the first Development Committee, founder/leader of the Memory 

Singers, instigator of Stop & Shop BBQ fundraiser/performances, Caring Committee chair, issuer of many 

"challenge grants," soloist, lover of costumes and tomfoolery, bell-ringer, the one who came up with "Puttin' On A 

Little Ritz," creative force extraordinaire!  Her remarkable legacy in our chorus demonstrates her passion and 

devotion to our project.  Her family is inviting us all (whether you knew her or wish you had) to lead a sing-

along of some of her favorite songs during this gathering.  Watch your email for the official invitation! 

 

STOP & SHOP GIVE bag PROMOTION: Golden Tones Chorus has been 

selected again  to receive $1 from every $2.50 reusable Community Bag sold 

during the month of August 2022 at Stop & Shop located at 829 Worcester 

Street, Natick (Rts 9 & 27) where we've given many BBQ concerts (on Labor 

Day Saturday in years past, thanks to Phyllis S!).  Bags purchased at other 

Stop & Shop locations can be designated by the buyer to benefit us by filling 

out the "giving tag" at time of purchase.  Half-way through August, we've 

already raised almost $60!  Will we reach $100?  If you can use a sturdy 

shopping bag, now is the time to get one, and they make nice gifts! 

 

SOLO SINGING SESSIONS continue via zoom!  Next one: Thursday, Sep 8 at 11:00am. Participants take turns 

serenading each other (a cappella)!  You can offer a song or just enjoy participating as a listener. 

 
 

WALK FOR MUSIC:  At press time, we've raised 

$20,616!  Thank you to all who donated, especially 

your friends and family. 
 

 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SHARE WITH OTHERS - VIDEOS, RECORDINGS and MORE!   

Recent updates include: 

 our lakeside photo (home page) 

 a video of us singing "Take a Walk With Us" (videos page),  

 an audio recording of "When We Sing," performed for the composer at Natick High School (see News at 

the bottom of the Home page) 

 

OUR POLICY ON VISITORS: We currently do not have the capacity to handle "drop-in" visitors and 

newcomers.  If a friend is interested in attending a rehearsal, please ask them to contact the office, so our 

protocols can be shared in advance.  Thank you! 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR ZOOM CREW:  Ellen King, Kay Bell, and now Paul Lalinde are making it possible 

for folks to zoom in for our rehearsals.  If you'd like to help with this, they are happy to offer training and advice. 

 

IMPORTANT! 

MEMBERSHIP FORM and COVID PROTOCOLS are on the following pages. 



MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM 
Please return this form with your check payable to:  

Golden Tones Inc., 7 Erie Drive, Natick MA 01760. 
 

Name ______________________________________________________ 
(One form per person; couples please use separate forms.) 

 

      I would like to join the chorus as a performing member. 

      I would like to join the chorus as a non-performing member. 
(Non-performing members do not participate in concerts, and help in other ways) 

 

REQUIRED FOR IN-PERSON PARTICIPATION: Return this form with your payment 

AND your most recent vaccination card (copied on 8.5 x 11" paper).  

 

Fee per member: $50 full year (Aug-July)  $30 1st-time partial year (Feb-July) $_________   

I would like to add an “Above & Beyond” gift of support (Thank you!)          +  $_________ 

Attached is my check payable to Golden Tones Inc. for a TOTAL of          =  $_________  

 

Home phone__________________________ Cell phone_____________________________ 

Email address _______________________________________________________________ 

Street address________________________________________________________________ 

Town, State Zip ______________________________________________________________ 

Birthday - month and day (year is optional) __________________________________________ 

Emergency contact name:_________________________ phone _______________________ 

Emergency contact's relationship to you: __________________________________________ 
 

ELVES = Efficient Lovely Volunteers Enabling Singing! 
From your Golden Tones Board: We look forward to your involvement as a member in our annual 

fundraising events, where our members raise 25-30% of our program's annual budget.   

In addition, many members serve on committees that propel all the wonderful things we do each year.  

Which areas suit your interests? 

 DEV-MARK: create and carry out development, marketing, and publicity plans. 

 CARING: offer support, cheer and companionship to other members who need it. 

 HOSPITALITY: plan and carry out our fun gatherings for ourselves and guests. 

 MEMBERSHIP/MUSICAL MENTORS: welcome new faces, provide orientation. 

 OFFICE HELP: help with data entry, typing, filing (computer skills would be helpful). 

 LIBRARY: maintain our music files, help distribute and collect music. 

      MAILINGS: on an occasional basis, collate, stuff, label and stamp mailings.  

 

Favorite song (if you have one) _____________________________________________________ 
 

RETURNING MEMBERS - year you first joined (if you know) ________________ 

NEW MEMBERS - Please help us get to know you! (see reverse side) 



NEW MEMBERS - Welcome!  Please complete this section. 

 

How did you first hear about Golden Tones chorus? __________________________________ 

 

Work or life experience (prior to retirement and/or current)______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Musical experience (choirs, school, church, instruments, lessons, family, karaoke...)____________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other hobbies and interests ______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other organizations to which you belong___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please send us (by email if possible) a recent portrait photo for our Membership Directory. 
  



GOLDEN TONES CHORUS COVID PROTOCOLS - Sep 2022 (and until further notice) 
Note: Your board is keeping tabs on the spread of covid in our area and will adjust these protocols as needed. 

 

REQUIRED FOR IN-PERSON PARTICIPATION (both returning and new members) 

For all in-person activities, participants must furnish proof on paper that they are fully vaccinated and boosted, 

including 2 boosters, as recommended by the CDC.  When you submit your Membership Form with payment, please 

include your most recent vaccination card (paper copy only, no scans or phone photos please). 

 

IN-PERSON REHEARSALS  

REQUIRED: To attend in-person rehearsals, you have 2 options: 

1. Take a home test that morning.   

POSITIVE result - stay home and attend by zoom until you test negative. 

NEGATIVE result - you may attend, and wearing a mask is optional. 

 

2. If you choose not to self-test, please wear a mask at all times while inside Edwards Church.   

All members have received one free "singers' mask."  New members will receive one at their first rehearsal. Consider 

keeping it with your GTs music book.  Replacement masks will be available for $15 as we have inventory; availability 

on a particular day is not guaranteed. 

 

In addition, please ask yourself these screening questions before coming to a rehearsal.  If you respond "YES" to 

any of these, please join us by zoom, not in person. 

1. Is my temperature above 99 degrees F? 

2. Am I feeling any symptoms of a respiratory infection? (cough, scratchy throat, sore throat, wheezing, 

shortness of breath, muscle achiness, extreme fatigue, sudden loss of taste or smell)  

3. Have I had contact with or provided care for someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 

14 days? 

 

If you attend a Tuesday rehearsal in person and develop covid symptoms (see #2 above) and/or test positive for 

covid on or before the following Friday, please contact the GTs office.  We will notify others who may have been in 

close contact with you. 

 

IN-PERSON PERFORMANCES 

REQUIRED: Singers participating in our concerts must self-test NEGATIVE at home that morning, AND wear a 

mask while inside the building, to and from the performance room.  

 

Note: We will remove our masks to perform.  Opt in only if you are comfortable with this. 

 

There may be other protocols; each venue is different.  Instructions for each concert will be printed in the Gazette 

and sent to signed-up singers by email - please read them and plan accordingly!  For example, we may be asked to 

arrive early to be tested on-site. 

 

Most venues currently limit how many singers we can bring.  We'll want to bring the maximum number they will 

allow.  Therefore, you must sign up AND be selected to participate: 

1. Sign-up sheets will be available at rehearsal so you can express interest in specific dates.  Sign up for all 

the concerts you would like to attend, even if more singers have signed up than we can bring. 

2. The director will confirm your seat for each show by email, and will keep a standby list (if necessary).  If 

you are not selected for one concert, the director will try to give you priority for another that you choose.  It 

might be complicated; please feel free to self-advocate as needed - we support your interest in performing! 

3. Once confirmed, your seat is considered a commitment, as long as you are healthy!  If your plans change 

for any reason, please contact the office as soon as possible so your seat can be filled from the standby list.  

Email: office@goldentones.org.  Voice mail: 508-318-6318. 


